
History of Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo

A. A History of the Techniques of Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo 

1. Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo was founded by Kuroda Yahei in 1848.  The Kuroda family 
had been samurai originally based in Toyama Han, serving the Maeda clan.  Kuroda 
Yahei loved to practice martial arts, and was exceptional at them.  He went and learned 
five styles of martial techniques from Genzo Noguchi Sensei in Toyama.  These five 
styles are Shishin Takuma Ryu Jujutsu, Komagawa Kaishin Ryu Kenjutsu, Tamiya Ryu 
Iaijutsu, Tsubaki Kotengu Ryu Bojutsu, and Seigyoku Oguri Ryu.  Kuroda Yahei was so 
good at learning and using these systems, that Genzo Noguchi named Kuroda Yahei to be 
the next Soke in his styles.  Kuroda Yahei then founded the Kuroda Dojo, to teach these 
styles.  

Originally, Kuroda Yahei’s school was just known as the Kuroda Dojo.  But, in 1884, the 
former head of the clan that ruled Toyama Han, Maeda Toshiatsu, honored the dojo by 
bestowing the name of Shinbukan on it.  The school then became known as Shinbukan 
Kuroda Dojo.
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2. The Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo curriculum that is taught to students today consists of 
Shishin Takuma Ryu Jujutsu, Komagawa Kaishin Ryu Kenjutsu, Tamiya Ryu Iaijutsu, 
and Tsubaki Kotengu Ryu Bojutsu.

a. Shishin Takuma Ryu Jujutsu is a very old system of jujutsu.  Its origins 
date back to the Tenth Century A.D.  The first 3 Sokes of Shishin Takuma 
Ryu were Buddhist monks.  The 4th Soke was a Samurai, and this is when 



jujutsu spread to the Samurai.  The formal name for this jujutsu is Shishin 
Takuma Yodai Kennichi Ryu Jujutsu.  Shishin means the four directions, 
East, North, West and South.  Takuma means during the four winds. So 
together, it means to the eight directions.  Yodai means to the fourth 
generation.  Kennichi means to have a clear-eyed mind, or also to be very 
sensitive.  It can also mean to show the work of a clear-eyed mind.    

b. Komagawa Kaishin Ryu Kenjutsu was created during the Sixteenth 
Century, A.D., by its founder, Komagawa Kuniyoshi.  Komagawa was a 
student of Kamiizumi Ise no Kami, the founder of Shinkage Ryu 
Kenjutsu.  According to legend, Kamiizumi would not give a Menkyo 
Kaiden to Komagawa, no matter how good Komagawa got at Shinkage 
Ryu.  So Komagawa left and easily learned 10 other styles of kenjutsu. 
Komagawa then returned to Kamiizumi, to show off his new abilities, but 
Kamiizumi still would not give Komagawa a Menkyo Kaiden in Shinkage 
Ryu.  Komagawa went off and while practicing in the forest one day, was 
attacked by wolves.  In defending himself, Komagawa realized that 
because he was naturally left-handed, his positions and movements in 
fighting were off from what Kamiizumi wanted.    Komagawa went back 
to Kamiizumi, and showed his corrected form, and finally received the 
Menkyo Kaiden in Shinkage Ryu.  Komagawa began to teach kenjutsu, 
still calling it Shinkage-ryu, according to Kuroda Tetsuzan’s Grandfather, 
Yasuji.  Many years later, the style’s name was changed from Shinkage 
Ryu to Komagawa Kaishin Ryu, around Sakurada Soke’s tenure.  Kaishin 
means “Changed Mind”.  The first kata we learn in the style is named 
“Yodare Sukashi”, which means “Wiping off the Drool”, to reflect 
Komagawa’s fight with the wolves, where he wiped the wolves’ drool off 
their mouths with his sword.

c. Tamiya Ryu Iaijutsu was created in the Seventeenth Century, A.D., by 
Tamiya Gon-emon.  It originally consisted of 34 wazas when Kuroda 
Yahei became its Soke.  Kuroda Yahei’s son, Kuroda Hiroshi, was very 
good at iaijutsu, and remade some of the wazas, which he taught to his 
sons and students.  Hiroshi’s son, Kuroda Yasuji, created 6 new wazas that 
Kuroda Hiroshi approved and added to the Ryu.  Kuroda Tetsuzan took 
the 40 wazas he was taught by his Grandfather Yasuji, and re-added the 
original wazas that had fallen out of use since Kuroda Hiroshi’s time. 
Now, there are about 70 wazas in it.

d.  Tsubaki Kotengu Ryu Bojutsu was created at the end of the Sixteenth 
Century, A.D., by Tsubaki Kotengu.  Tsubaki Kotengu is a fake name, and 
no one knows what the founder’s real name was.

B. Transmission of Shinbukan Ryu-gi



1. Kuroda Yahei learned the ryu-gi that became Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo ryu-gi from 
Genzo Noguchi.  The current Soke, Kuroda Tetsuzan says lines of transmission 
from Soke to Soke to Kuroda Yahei are different for some of the ryu-gi.  

a. Komagawa Kaishin Ryu

The extended line goes like this:  Komagawa to Sakurada to Kojima to 
Kato to Noguchi to Kuroda Yahei

b. Tamiya Ryu 

The line of transmission is Tamiya Gon-emon to Watanabe to Nagaya to 
Kojima to Kato to Saeki to Noguchi to Kuroda.

c. Shishin Takuma Ryu

The line of transmission is Dengyo Daishi to Ashidate Heiroku Masayasu 
to Watanabe to Noguchi to Kuroda

C. History of Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo

1. The Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo was founded by Kuroda Yahei in Toyama 
Han, in 1848.  Kuroda Yahei’s son, Kuroda Hiroshi Masakuni became the 
next Soke of the system

.  
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 Kuroda Hiroshi had two sons, Kuroda Masayoshi, and Kuroda Yasuji. 
Masayoshi was the eldest son.  Masayoshi trained in the techniques until it 
was time for him to take the ultimate test, facing an armed attack from his 
father, Hiroshi, while Masayoshi only had a towel to defend himself with. 
Hiroshi used a spear to attack Masayoshi.  Masayoshi failed this test. 
However, Masayoshi’s kenjutsu was exceptionally good.  When he was 18, 
Masayoshi faced a very-high level Master, a Kyoshi, in a kendo match at the 
Butokuden Hall, and beat the master.  Masayoshi became a Soke of 
Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo.  When it was time for Yasuji to take the test, Hiroshi 
attacked Yasuji with a katana.  Unlike Masayoshi, Yasuji didn’t even have a 
towel to use, just his bare hands.  Yasuji passed the test, and became another 
Soke of Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo.
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Kuroda Yasuji moved to Omiya City, now Saitama City, in Saitama 
Prefecture, and founded the Omiya Kuroda Dojo.  Kuroda Yasuji began 
training his son, Kuroda Shigeki.  Kuroda Shigeki became the Dojo’s Soke 
when Kuroda Yasuji got older.  Kuroda Yasuji and Kuroda Shigeki both 
trained Shigeki’s son, Kuroda Tetsuzan, when Kuroda Tetsuzan was just one 
year old.  Upon Kuroda Yasuji’s death, his grandson, Kuroda Tetsuzan 
became the 15th, and current, Soke of Shinbukan Kuroda Dojo.
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The Kuroda Shinbukan Dojo was very strict at training its students to very 
high levels of abilities.  A new student would only be shown the school’s 
suburi, and told to practice it for 3 years.  At the end of this time, if the student 
was able to perform the suburi correctly, he would be admitted to the dojo. 
Students were originally trained first in kenjutsu and jujutsu.  Then, if they 
were very good at these arts, they would be trained in bojutsu.  Finally, if the 
students were exceptionally good at these 3 ryu-gi, they would be taught 
iaijutsu.  

D. A Brief History of the Kuroda Family Samurai

The Kuroda family at some point became Samurai retainers of the Maeda clan 
in Toyama Han.  However, Kuroda Tetsuzan doesn’t know who the first 
Kuroda was that became a Maeda Samurai.  The first recorded Kuroda 
Samurai was Kuroda Yasuke Masayoshi.  He moved into the Toyama area. 
The family lineage of Samurai is:

Kuroda Yasuke Masayoshi

Kuroda Yasuke Masayoshi

Kuroda Buemon Masasuke

Kuroda Jyouemon Masamitsu

Kuroda Jinsuke Masanao

Kuroda Yasuke Masakuni

Kuroda Hisaharu Masanobu

Kuroda Jyouemon Masahiro

Kuroda Yahei Masayoshi, founder of Dojo

Kuroda Hiroshi Masakuni
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